Landessprachentag 12. September 2023
Eva Runge & Lars Schiller: Teaching Atonement

- Handout -

1. Ubersicht iiber die Handlung des Romans

Part 1
Chapters 1— 14

® set in 1935 on the
estate of the wealthy
Tallis family

* introduces Briony
Tallis, who witnesses a
crucial event

¢ atmosphere of
privilege and tension

Part 2

* follows Robbie
Turner's wartime
experiences in WWII
(Dunkirk, June 1940).

* portrays the horrors
of war and Robbie's
struggles

» focuses on his
longing to reunite with
Cecilia

2. Themen des Romans

Verbindliche

Unterrichtsaspekte
gemal Hinweisen des
Kultusministeriums:

* Perception(s) of

reality

* Innocence and guilt

* Britishness

Part 3 London 1999

® Briony is an

* setin the late 1930s established writer

* Briony works as a « truth about past
nurse in London and events is revealed
confronts the
consequences of her
actions

* exploration of
reconciliation and

understanding
¢ Briony's attempt to

make amends for her
mistake

Topoi in Atonement:

& o0 W

social class perspective truth & memory
guilt and atonement  |iterature
war

3. Didaktisch-organisatorische Struktur der Unterrichtseinheit

Pre-reading

guilt and atonement, reading strategies,
historical background, the author

Part One, 1-3

Gemeinsame Lektiire
vor Ferien

character constellation, character analysis
(Briony), perspective (novel and film)




Part One,4-14

Individuelle

Part Two

(Ferien-)Lektiire

Part Three

London 1999

plot, social class

character analysis (Robbie), perspective:
events of Dunkirk (novel and film)

guilt, character development (Briony)

narration, perspective and reality

Post-reading

social mobility in modern GB, guilt,
‘historiographic metafiction’

4. Online-Materialien (historical background, reading log, character constellation Part 1)

5. Diagramm Erzdhlinstanzen in Atonement

unter www.cornelsen.de, Web-Code kabuso

(kostenlose Registrierung bei Cornelsen notwendig)

lan McEwan &

|

Part I: third-person narrator

Focalizer @

13-year-old Briony, Cecilia, Robbie, Lola, Mrs Tallis Robbie

Part lIl: third-person narrator

v

Focalizer @

Briony (young adult)

Briony %
|

Part Il: third-person narrator

v

Focalizer @

London. 1999: first-person narrator

v

Focalizer @

old Briony



http://www.cornelsen.de/

6. Sinnvoller unterrichtlicher Einsatz von Filmsequenzen der Adaptation (Wright, s.u.) zur
Thematisierung der literarischen & filmischen Umsetzung von Perspektivitat:

Fountain incident: 06°10“- 1315“ DVD-Kapitel 2
Library incident: 29‘55- 37¢ DVD-Kapitel 5/ 6
Dunkirk: 1h 01’42”-1h 9’ DVD-Kapitel 11

7. Ausgewabhlte Literatur

e McEwan, lan: Atonement, Vintage (2001), ISBN 978-0-09-942979-1

e Schwerpunktthema Abitur Englisch: Pflichtmaterialien Abitur Niedersachsen 2025
(Schiilerarbeitsheft), Cornelsen (2023), ISBN 978-3-06-036714-6

e Schwerpunktthema Abitur Englisch: Pflichtmaterialien Abitur Niedersachsen 2025
(Handreichungen fiir den Unterricht), Cornelsen (2023), ISBN 978-3-06-036715-3

e Film (DVD): Wright, Joe (2007): Atonement, Universal




